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Energy contract to fix schools at no cost to B. B. taxpayers  

By Claire K. Racine 

 

In a move that will not cost taxpayers, the Blind Book school district is proposing entering into an energy performance 

contract to address energy-related infrastructure needs in the district's schools. The contract will be put before Blind Brook 

voters as a separate proposal along with the 2013-14 school budget on May 21.  

 

"It's going to guarantee us a degree of energy savings which, coupled with building aid that we receive from the state, 

offsets the entirety of the service costs of making these improvements," said Dr. Jonathan Ross, assistant superintendent 

for finances and facilities, at the community budget forum on Saturday, Mar. 9. "If it's managed right and if it's done 

properly...it really becomes a win-win scenario for the Blind Brook school district."  

 

With an energy performance contract, an energy service company is hired to make Blind Brook more energy efficient. The 

district borrows the necessary money for the project and then uses the savings accrued by being more energy efficient, 

plus state aid, to pay for the debt service associated with the project. The district hired ConEdison Solutions in January 

2012 to conduct a comprehensive energy audit to validate the scope of work proposed and confirm the "guaranteed 

savings" identified in the proposal.  

 

The reason Blind Brook is supporting an energy performance contract now is because the district's Five Year Capital 

Facilities Plan identified numerous energy-related improvements, several of them big-ticket items the district needs to 

address before 2016, Ross said. Acting now eliminates the possibility of needing expensive emergency repairs in the 

future.  

 

Chief among the proposed energy efficiency improvements are the replacement of five boilers, three at Ridge Street 

School and two at Blind Brook High School, and retrofitting more than 3,500 light fixtures. Other energy conservation 

measures included in the ConEdison Solutions proposal are upgrading temperature management controls, installing 

lighting control occupancy sensors, insulating pipes and valves, weatherizing and insulating windows and floors and 

replacing heating and ventilation units. In total, Blind Brook would reduce its energy costs by 30% with the 24 energy 

conservation measures proposed by ConEdison.  

 

While the cost of the proposal would not exceed $3,140,000, the district would save about $175,000 annually. It will take 

the district approximately 15 years to pay off the project.  

 

"If we don't achieve the savings that were guaranteed in this project by ConEdison, they have to write a check" to make 

up the difference, Ross said. "I think it's important to point out here that this project, or proposal, will not increase school 

taxes. That's the whole reason for it."  

 

Although the district has decided to put the energy performance contract on the ballot in May, doing so is an optional step. 

The school board could decide to pursue the contract without voter approval. The upside to putting the contract before 

voters is that if it is approved, Blind Brook will get an additional 10% in building aid from the New York State Education 

Department, possibly amounting to about $250,000 over the 15-year duration of the contract.  

If this proposition is approved on May 21, work on the project would probably start in June 2014 and last about a year. 


